VIA will inform you of any decisions about bail
and, if granted, the conditions that apply to it.
Do I have to go to court?
If the accused pleads guilty, you will not normally
have to go to court.
If the accused pleads not guilty, you will probably
have to go to court as a witness and give
evidence. This means you will have to tell the
court what you know about the crime.
Anyone who gives evidence in court must first
promise to tell the truth. You can give this
promise in a way that fits with your religion,
language or culture.
The person accused of the crime may also be in
court.
VIA can give you information about what is
involved and help you through the process. We
can arrange for someone to show you round the
court before the trial, so you know what to
expect. We can also discuss if it is possible to
give your evidence in different ways.
Will the accused find out where I stay?
Although your details will be given to the defence
lawyers, they are not allowed to give your
address to the accused.

Your address will not be read out in court unless
it is where the crime took place. But it may
become evident if the offence was viewed from
that address or an item was recovered from it. If
you are worried about this, discuss your
concerns with the fiscal.

Support Agencies
You may wish to contact one of the organisations
listed below for support.

Further Information
Please contact your local VIA office at the
telephone number on the enclosed letter if
you would like any further information or if
there is anything you are unsure about.
Alternatively contact our Enquiry Point
by telephone on 01389 739557 or
0844 561 3000
or visit our web site at www.copfs.gov.uk

Victim Support Scotland
Provides practical and emotional support to victims of
crime and their families. For local details:
During office hours
0845 603 9213
www.victimsupport.org

For victims of hate crime

Witness Service
Provides practical and emotional support to all victims
and witnesses, and their family and friends, when
attending court.
For local Witness Service details, please contact
Victim Support Scotland, ask VIA or contact the court
at which the trial is to take place.
Equality and Human Rights Commission
For details of your local office call 0845 604 5510
www.equalityhumanrights.com
There may also be other organisations in your local
area that offer help. Please ask VIA for details.
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Please contact VIA if you would like this document
in another language, large print, audio, Braille or
another format. We welcome calls through
RNID Text Relay prefix 18001.
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